           

            RESTAURANTS – 2017 & 2018

N.B.  Most restaurants offer Early Bird meals, which are slightly smaller portions at very reasonable prices.  If you just want to eat and then get on with shopping or going to the bowling alley etc then we would recommend that you eat between 4pm and 7pm perhaps minimising your waistline and maximising your $$$ !  

If you decide to make an evening of it, especially in the winter months, you may find that all of the best restaurants will be busy – collect a vibrating pager if applicable, put your name on the waiting list and make your way to the bar for two for the price of one happy hour drinks before 7pm usually.

A guide on tipping...most servers are willing to take good care of you, because in Florida, they may not receive any income apart from what they make on tips. Those who give the best service normally receive a minimum of 15% of the final bill either left on the table at the end of the meal or added to the credit card bill.  The care and service provided, together with excellent food, all combine to make the experience most enjoyable.

The list of eateries that follows is not exhaustive!  There are many, many more restaurants which we have enjoyed – I can’t think of a bad one really.  Watch out for the specialist early evening places nearby on US 19, either south on U.S. 19 (Rt out of Marine Parkway) at Holiday or north at the Walmart or K-Mart car parks which may feature weekly free classic car or motorcycle shows. 

We have enjoyed the Chinese and Indian restaurants, the fun steakhouses like Cody’s and even the little back street Mom and Pop style Greek or Mexican restaurants. Obviously, you will seek out your own choices…but please do let us know when you send back your deposit refund request form, if you discover a gem !

The following restaurants are all within easy driving distance of Marine Parkway: -

DENNYS are south of Marine Parkway at Trouble Creek & U.S 19 offering homestyle cooking for breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus they open 24 hours if you are late arriving at 4405.

Any more close to Marine Parkway ?  

Well there is a MacDonald’s in the Southgate Shopping Plaza beside Big Lots store up from Publix Supermarket at the end of Marine Parkway as well as the Sung Hee Chinese Restaurant just across US 19  from the Ramada Inn and a reasonable carry out Chinese also near Publix.

Near the Sung Hee, there is an Italian Pizza style restaurant across U.S. 19 opposite the Ramada Inn which offers freshly cooked food and ice-cold beer…!! Located near the IHOP (International House of Pancakes) which does great omelettes etc plus flasks of coffee instead of the usual roving coffee pot top ups ! – Their evening meals can be very good value !

If you drive north on 19 you will find: -

HOOTERS.   One of the restaurants on the Pithlascoochee River with an enchanting view over the bay.  Always busy at weekends and noisy but fun. offering tasty chicken wings, breaded shrimp, buckets of oysters, fresh salad, curly fries etc.   Beer can be bought by the pitcher - but be careful! – it is stronger than you think!  Always take a designated driver and protect your licence – the police do patrol this area !  (Travel north on 19 and take a left immediately after the bridge at Port Richey just past the Catches restaurant with the dark red roof)

RED LOBSTER as the name implies is famed for fresh seafood.  The cheesy muffins served with the meal are excellent (and you can ask for more)!  Take 19 north and the Red Lobster is on the left in front of HAVERTYS furniture store.

COUNTRY PIZZA is different to Pizza Hut and is freshly prepared. Located North on 19 not far up from Marine Parkway past Starbucks coffee with wonderful lemon cake !
CHILIS offer a Mexican style experience with FAJITAS being specially prepared from chicken, beef or pork.  Burgers, steaks, chicken dishes are all on offer too! Located in the Sports Authority Plaza close to but opposite Gulf View Shopping Mall north on 19 (left) when leaving Marine Parkway.

THE OLIVE GARDEN is an Italian restaurant, located in the same Plaza as Chilis, offering an excellent soup and salad and hot subway style bread for lunch with free refills on soft drinks AND salad. Very reasonable with delicious Pasta Fagioli or minestrone soup – Yes, you can try either soup as a refill!

Thai Restaurant – Head North on U.S. Highway 19 and turn right on Main Steet, New Port

Richey and this small cosy and friendly Thai cuisine restaurant is best visited in the

early evening for a variety of spicy food accompanied by lots of iced water !

SWEET TOMATOES – all you can eat soup & salad + Italian bread + focaccia etc located

opposite Carrabas Restaurant on the right hand side of US 19 heading North. Love this

place especially the home made soups and many variations on a salad theme !

Sam Seltzers Steak House at Gulf View Mall – Recently re-opened having been called

Harold Seltzers which had a good name but went out of business as a chain – Not tried

personally by my wife Eleonore or myself as we love Codys so much (read on ) near 

Tarpon Springs, just past Tarpon Avenue going south on U.S 19

Brew House Inn – Left out of Marine Parkway heading North and the Brew House is in 

the K- Mart car park. Happy hour and daily specials and they do a good burger !

Golden House Chinese Buffet opposite K-Mart – Good quality and value with all you can eat fresh food especially the prawns and the steaks cooked to order – Go early !

Royal Buffet Chinese Buffet in Sports Authority/Chilis Plaza opposite Gulf View Mall – Good selection and quality on An all you can eat Chinese Buffet – Hot Jasmine Tea ( Ask for Chinese Tea ) is free with the meal and is a very pleasant accompaniment.

CARRABAS provides Italian food cooked on a wood-burning grill for all to see.  Excellent flavour – very diet busting – best bread in town with wonderful olive oil and herbs dip.

You can buy a spare loaf which makes nice toast, to take away!  Located on US 19 just up from Gulf View Mall on the North side of the road. We have tried most everything here and not been disappointed. 

SAM'S BAR on HUDSON BEACH.  A very popular restaurant especially around sunset. Sit out on the deck, directly on the Gulf of Mexico and enjoy a very tropical atmosphere.  They offer a good selection of bar-snack meals and often have entertainment at weekends.  If you go there to sunbathe during the day you might be interested in renting a boat or a wave runner – I’ve even seen pedalo type bike boats with very large tyres that looked like fun ! Drive north on U.S. 19 past State Road 52 (S.R.52) – Then look for the green Hudson Beach sign & turn left at the filling station.

APPLEBEES has a pleasant atmosphere and offers a varied Italian style menu. The 3 cheese grilled chicken dish is very tasty and good value ! – Turn left out of Marine Parkway and head north to Ridge Road (The Walmart Superstore junction) turn right on to Ridge and head out to the Shopping area at the junction of Little Road and Ridge Road. Also a good steak restaurant here called Sioux City! Incidentally, we have enjoyed some very nice breakfasts at Pams Restaurant also located on Ridge road in a small shopping precinct on the right not far from US 19 in the same Plaza of shops as Family Dollar

Now for those located South on 19!

CODY’S ROADHOUSE on US19, 20 minutes drive South just past Tarpon Avenue, is a bustling Steak house popular with families.  We often eat there before going on to check out the shops in Countryside Mall.  Good varied menu at reasonable prices. Go early to avoid disappointment or a long wait – One of our favourites

Pauls Fish Restaurant at Tarpon Springs, located on the right just past Dodecanese Boulevard

on Alternate U.S. Highway 19 heading along the coastal route in the direction of Clearwater 

about 8 miles South of Marine Parkway.

Also, probably better value, visit the Fish Guy, located at the end of Madison Avenue for freshly prepared fish – Go down to SR 54 (South) and turn left. Head west on 54 and look for

A BP filling station and a Bank at the junction with SR54 & Madison and turn left. Yellow building with car parking in front is a short drive down on your right !

Once you are headed out this way there is also Outback Australian Steakhouse and Grill 54 Italian located on the right near Duck Slough junction – Both have been tried and are recommended 

American 50’s Diner – South on 19 just before the turn on to Alternate U.S 19 but on the other side of the road – Features Soup – Salad – Main Course and Ice Cream all for one low price – On Saturday nights there is a classic car show in the Car Park

ARIGATO.  A Japanese restaurant where guests sit at a large table which incorporates a hotplate where the very fresh steak, chicken or shrimp etc is prepared right in front of your eyes.   Much flashy behaviour and amusing comment from the Japanese Chef who is there to entertain you as well as cook a superb meal. Highly recommended for a special night out.  It is located south on US 19 opposite Countryside Shopping Mall on the right just before the flyover.   Reservations are a must as they get very busy, especially during the winter months !

TARPON SPRINGS has a number of places to explore :- Breakfast in the Gallery next to the multiple antique shops on Tarpon Avenue, Heading along towards the junction with US 19, there is a new and very nice pizza etc style restaurant in the shopping area at the junction of 19 and the Avenue. To get there, head south towards St Petersburg and turn right at Tarpon Avenue at the big transmitter mast OR use Alternate US.19 which is well signed on your route south which also takes you down to Clearwater and Dunedin to the centre of Tarpon via the the coastal route. At the waterside in Tarpon there are a number of good Greek restaurants !

BON APPETIT AND JAMAICAN INN.  Waterfront dining in Dunedin.   Elegant dining with beautiful views over the Gulf.   Perhaps a little more expensive than normal but food is excellent and the setting superb.   Would make a good `Special Occasion’ choice. Travel down Alternate US 19 past Tarpon Springs down to Dunedin which is on the coast heading towards Clearwater. Look for the Marina and the wooden piers and the restaurant is on the right with a panoramic view of the bay.

SWEET TOMATOES.  Another one of our favourites in the Chain !   `Eat all you like’ buffet, e offering a wide selection of salads, soups, breads and fresh fruit.   The mushroom soup is the best we’ve tasted and the salad selection is superb and very fresh. Free refills of beverages also available. (South on 19, near Palm Harbor, on the left beside Carolina Sofas.)

AND ALSO NOW AT PORT RICHEY AS ADVISED ABOVE….

BENNIGANS is located at the junction of Highway 19 and 60 West.  Take the Clearwater exit and turn left on SR 60 towards Tampa & the Courtney Campbell Causeway.The restaurant is immediately on your left as you go through the underpass of U.S. 19.  Excellent choice of meals available. We would normally eat here after having been to Clearwater Beach, or Busch Gardens.

There are many many more nice places and these are just a few to whet your appetite!!
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